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‘West Florida on the 20th of January, 1764, 
bounding it on the north by the 3lst degree of 
north latitude, and by an order in council, of the 
15th of May, 1767, the limits of the colony of 
West Florida were extended to the mouth of the 
river Yazoo, and a line. drawn due east from 
thence to the river Apalachicola. During the pe- 
riod of Great Britain’s possession of the country, 
lands were granted to her subjects. within West 
Florida. Great Britain, by her treaty with Spain, 
of 1783, ceded West Florida to Spain, and Spain 
took possession of West Florida, with the extent 
which Great Britain had given to it; and thereby 
took possession of all that part of the United States 
lying between the 31st degree of north latitude and 
the mouth of the Yazoo river, and retained pos- 
session thereof until the year 1797 or 1798, when 
it was given up to the United States. | 7 

During this period Spain granted lands to her 
subjects, not only within her own territory, but 
also, north of the 3lst degree of latitude. Spain 
also regranted most of the lands which had been 
previously granted by the British government, on 
both sides of the 3lst degree of latitude. 

It also appears to the committee, that the claims 
of persons holding lands by virtue of grants made 
by the British government, before the treaty of 
peace, are expressly provided for by the 9th arti- 
cle of the treaty of commerce, of 1794, between 
Great Britain and the United States; and the 9th 
article of this treaty is made permanent by the 
article of the same treaty, which was rati-. 
fied before the territory in question was delivered 
by Spain to the United States. : ae 

It further appears to the committee, that con- 
gress, by the act of the 3d of March, 1803, enti-. 
‘tled “ An act regulating the grants of lands, and 
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providing for the disposal of the funds of the Unit- 
ed States south of the state of Tennessee,” con- 
firmed all persons residing within the territory 
aforesaid on the 7th day of October, 1795, and 
who held or claimed lands by virtue of any war- 
rant, or order of survey, granted by the British or 
‘Spanish governments of West Florida, in their | 
claims; and by the second section of the same act, 
every person resident within the territory aforesaid, 
on that day, of the year 1797, when the Missis- 
sippi territory was finally evacuated by the Spanish 
troops, were allowed a donation in the tract of 
land inhabited and cultivated by them, not exceed- 
ing in quantity 640 acres; and the right of pre- 
emption is given by the 3d section of the same act, 
to all persons residing within the territory afore- 
said, at the time of passing the act: and the last 
proviso in the 6th section of the same act, prevents 
any person claiming lands under the three first sec- 
tions thereof, from ‘obtaining a grant for the lands. 
so claimed from the United States, in all cases 
where the land so claimed, had been previously 
granted to any other person by the British go- 
vernment of West Florida, by a patent legally and 
fully executed, except in cases where the person 
claiming under the act aforesaid, shall have first 
; obtained a judicial decision in his favor, against 
such adverse claim, in a court havi ing jurisdiction 
therein. 3 

By the 5th section of the act aforesaid, all per- 
sons holding lands under British grants, are au- 
thorized and required to ile the evidences of their 
elaim with the register of the land office within 
whose district the land lies, on or before the 31st 
day of March, 1804; and persons failing or re- 
fusing to file the evidences of their claim accord- 
ingly, their claim is declared void, and the title 
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papers precluded from being read as evidence in — 
any court of the United States. The time allowed 
for filing claims, was extended by the act of the 
27th of March, 1804, to the last day of Novem- 
ber next following; ‘and by the act of the 2d of 
March, 1805, the time for filing claims: as afore- 
said, was extended to the Ist day of December 
next following. The foregoing is a history of the 
facts which the committee have deemed most 
important to be brought into view, in order to 
form a correct opinion respecting the case of the 
petitioners. 

From the foregoing statement of facts, the com- 
mittee believe it 1s quite clear, that the title of the — 
United States to the territory north of the 31° of 
north latitude, was ever, from the ratification of 
_ the peace with Great Britain of 1783, indisputa- 
ble; and the possession by Spain, of the territory 
between the said 31° of north latitude, and the 
mouth of the Yazoo river, usurped and fraudu- 
lent; and consequently, that all titles derived from 
the Spanish government to lands between the 
said 31° of north latitude, and the mouth of the 
said Yazooriver, while so possessed by Spain, are, 
so far, as respects titles vested in individuals pre-. 
vious to Spain’s possessing the same, utterly invalid, 
‘null, and void: Ist. Because of the want of title in 
Spain: 2dly. Because it is not consonant with the 
principles of law or natural equity, that a title | 
vested in an individual, should be divested, but by 
regular operation of a law previously promulgat- a 
ed It may, moreover, be added, that the 9th ar- _ 
ticle of the treaty of 1794, with Great Britain, has, 

a strong bearing upon titles derived from the Bri- 

tish government while possessed of West Florida. — 
‘The petitioners principally, if not entirely, belong 
to those who had ‘recely ed grants, from the Spa- 
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nish government, while possessed of the territory 
north of the 31° of north latitude; had actually 
settled on the lands which they claim when the 
‘country was a perfect wilderness; and made valu- 
able improvements thereon, previous to the time 
of the United States’ receiving possession of the 
country as before stated. Congress evinced a dis- 
position to deal justly and bountifully toward 
them, and provided, as it was supposed, for their 
case, by the act of the 3d of March, 1803, before 
cited: but the provisions of that act, taken in con- 
nexion with the fact, that the whole or nearly 
the whole of the claims of the petitioners, was co- 
vered by claims derived from the British govern- 
ment, must appear to be illusory, either as it re- 
spected the one or thé other of these classes of 
claimants, for ceriain it is, that both could not be 
valid. Thus it must be seen, that the titles which 
congress designed to vest in the petitioners, is 
placed ina state of embarrassment, and, to say the 
least, of much doubt, andthe just and benevolent 
views of the government, about to prove abortive. 
If any thing were necessary to be added in sup- 
port of the justice of the claims of the petitioners, 
claims heretofore solemnly recognized by act of | 
the national legislature, let it be recollected that. 
the petitioners have, by their settlements and im- 
provements, converted a wilderness into many va- 
luable habitations for men; and by their enterprise 
and industry, rendered lands which were of little 
_ value and unproductive, of great value and very — 
_ productive; and let it also be remembered, that the 
_ enhancement in value has not been confined: 
merely to the lands cultivated, but that it has ex- 
tended to the circumjacent lands, and produc- 
edn enhancement of value of at least five hun. 
dred per centum, The committee upon the view 
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of the case of the petitioners, which they have ta- 
ken and exhibited, are of opinion, that they have 
a well founded claim to the beneficial interposition 
of the oational legislature, and therefore report a 
bill for quieting and adjusting claims to land | in 
the Mississippi ey: : 
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